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Front cover by: Laurie Pearson
Major Ernest Robinson, Operations officer, finishes 
the Domestic Violence Awareness Run/Walk strong, 
carrying his 9-year-old daughter Maegon across the 
finish line aboard Marine Corps Logistics Base 
Barstow, Calif., Oct. 23. The event raises awareness 
of and support for victims and survivors of domestic 
violence in a fun, healthy, family-friendly manner.

Photo by: Laurie Pearson   

U.S. Navy Lieutenant Varun Tandon, Facilities, Engineering and Acquisition 
Division director aboard Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, speaks to veterans 
and other guests during the Navy Birthday celebration held at the Veterans Home of 
California - Barstow, Barstow, California, Oct. 14. He discussed the history of the 
Navy as well as his lifelong dream of becoming a naval officer.  



8
Net Zero 
energy use

PPB Employee 
Recognition 
Day

3

10-11
Movement control 
training

November 
Calendar 12

Contents
Got news? Call us! (760) 577-6430

Harvesting the 
power of the sun 
aboard MCLBB

5
Domestic 
Violence 
Awareness

9

6-7

Photo by: Rob Jackson   

Children as well as parents enjoy roasting marshmallows over a hot open fire, during the Bob Hope USO Bonfire held aboard Marine 
Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Oct. 18.
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News Briefs

MARADMIN 218/19
TUITION ASSISTANCE 
GUIDELINES UPDATE
In conjunction with reference (a), 
this MARADMIN provides 
Tuition Assistance (TA) 
utilization requirements and 
procedures.
Additional TA eligibility criteria 
is listed in reference (a). 
Command approval of TA is 
contingent upon the 
command’s anticipated mission 
requirements. TA is authorized 
only for Marines who meet 
the standards and eligibility 
criteria contained herein and 
in references (a) and (b). Initial 
usage of TA and continued usage 
of TA is at the Commanders 
discretion. Commanders shall 
ensure Marines meet all eligibility 
criteria.
TA requests can only be submitted 
within 60 days of the start date of 
the class.

Leave Share Program
Individuals currently affected by 
medical emergencies and in  
need of leave donations. 
Hernandez, Cindy
Saiz, Alexander
Anyone desiring to donate 
annual leave under the Leave 
Share Program should contact 
the Human Resources Office at 
577-6915.

Energy Tip
Multidomain battles will require 
a significant amount of fuel and 
power, that increased demand 
comes with increased risk. DOD 
must anticipate attacks on its 
critical energy infrastructure and 
worldwide energy logistics forces.

MARADMIN 518/19
MSGID/GENADMIN/
CMC WASHINGTON DC 
MRA MP//
The Career Communications 
Group will host the 15th military 
Stars and Stripes Recognition 
Dinner during the Black 
Engineer of the Year Award 
(BEYA) Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (STEM) 
Global Competitiveness 
Conference, held 13-15 February 
2020 at the Marriott Wardman 
Park Hotel in Washington, DC. 
The Marine Corps will be the 
highlighted Service during this 
event.
BEYA is an annual three day 
conference that brings industry 
professionals and students 
together to share their 
experiences and career 
information. Attendees can 
network with others from around 
the country while participating 
in seminars and workshops that 
explore every facet of STEM 
career paths. The goal of BEYA 
is to create connections between 
students, educators and STEM 
military professionals while 
facilitating partnerships with 
individuals and their local 
STEM resources.
Marines who attend the 
conference will find role models, 
mentors, and opportunities to 
train and network. Sponsors 
and exhibitors will be present to 
enhance visibility in the STEM 
community.  Various other 
events will occur such as the 
Technology Recognition Lunch, 
HBCU Engineering Deans’ 
Power Breakfast and the BEYA 
Gala. More information can 
be found on the BEYA website 
at https:(slash)(slash)intouch.
ccgmag.com/page/beya_stem_
conf2.

MARADMIN 543/19
SUBJ/2019 MARINE CORPS 
INSTALLATION ENERGY
In accordance with reference (a), 
Marine Corps Installations Command 
(MCICOM) has established an 
Annual Assessment Program to 
evaluate Installation Energy Program 
performance. The redesigned 
USMC Annual Energy and Water 
Management Report (AEWMR) was 
formalized by reference (b) beginning 
with the FY18 reporting period. The 
results of the AEWMR are used to 
assess each installation’s ability to 
provide reliable, resilient and efficient 
energy and water to supported 
missions and to inform the Secretary 
of the Navy’s (SECNAV) Energy 
Excellence Awards Program. The 
highest achieving submissions from 
the Large (greater than 500 MBTU 
energy consumption) and the Small 
(less than 500 MBTU) Installation 
Categories were nominated for 
SECNAV consideration.
Per reference (c), SECNAV has 
announced the following Marine 
Corps installations as 2019 SECNAV 
Energy Excellence Award winners:
A. Category and Winner
A.1. Installation (Large): MCB Camp 
Lejeune
A.2. Installation (Small): MCLB 
Albany
The Platinum level indicates the 
highest standards in energy security 
program management and exceptional 
performance during the reporting 
period. The Gold level indicates 
outstanding energy security 
program management and excellent 
performance during the reporting 
period. The Blue level indicates 
the minimum standard for energy 
security program management and 
adequate performance to ensure 
USMC installations can continue to 
provide the power our missions need 
to remain resilient during periods 

of disruption from commercial 
energy supplies.



Another solar farm has opened to add to the arsenal 
of renewable energy generators aboard Marine 

Corps Logistics Base Barstow, California.
On Oct. 22, base commander Col. Craig C. 

Clemans cut the ribbon to open the nearly 10-acre 
solar farm aboard the Yermo Annex of MCLB 
Barstow.

Present for the event were U.S. Navy Lt. Cmdr. 
Jamie Rivas, Public Works Officer; Anthony Mesa, 
Energy Manager; Steven Smith, David Koch and 
David Base, Energy Systems Group; and Alicia 
Florez, Engineering Supervisor, Production Plant 
Barstow, Marine Depot Maintenance Command.

Colonel Clemans addressed the group present for 
the ribbon-cutting, discussing the Energy Savings 
Performance Contract (ESPC) entered into by the base 
and ESG to build the solar farm.

“The ESPC is one of the ways installations are able 
to fund energy projects and also at the same time 
upgrade infrastructure,” Clemans said. “The goal of 
the ESPC is to achieve energy cost savings. A huge 
benefit of the ESPC is that the current funds spent on 
utility bills are saved through these guaranteed energy 
savings.”

That savings is significant over the 22 - year life of 
the contract, Clemans noted, with savings of more 
than $846,000 and nearly 6,800,000 kilowatt-hours 
(kWh) of electricity not drawn from utility providers 

in the first year alone.
The solar project that just opened cost more than 

$25,000,000 and 10 months for ESG to build, but the 
total electricity savings for the life of the contract will 
be $26,000,000.

Tony Mesa noted that altogether around MCLB 
Barstow solar photovoltaic panels installed on the 
Nebo side of the base, an older solar PV installation on 
the Yermo side, a 100 kWh solar installation on 
the roof of Production Plant Barstow; smaller solar 
projects powering the dip tank and machine shop at 
PPB; and the Wind Turbine aboard the Nebo side 
generate 3,329 kWh of electricity available for use by 
the base at any time.

“The projects also help us achieve a 34 percent 
reduction in public utility-generated electricity, which 
exceeds the 30 percent reduction required by the Net 
Zero goals set by the Department of Defense by 
2025,” Mesa said.

“Net Zero is the concept of generating enough 
electricity from renewable energy projects on-site as 
the base uses every year without depending on public 
utilities,” he explained. 
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Harvesting the power of the sun 
Story by: Keith Hayes
CommStrat Planner

Photo by: Keith Hayes  

(Left) David Base, Energy Systems Group; Lt. Cmdr. Jamie Rivas, 
Public Works Officer, MCLB Barstow; Steven Smith, vice president, 
ESG; and David Koch ESG; join Col. Craig Clemans, commanding 
officer, MCLBB; as he officially opens a ten acre solar farm aboard 
the Yermo Annex of Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., 
Oct. 22.

Photo by: Keith Hayes  

Hundreds of computer guided solar photovoltaic panels follow the 
sun, absorbing its energy and translating that power into electricity 
for the Yermo Annex of Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif. 
The ten acre solar installation was officially opened Oct. 22 during a 
brief ceremony. One medium sized air conditioner uses 1,000 watts, 
or 1 kilowatt, of electricity per hour. The new solar farm generates 
1,477 kilowatts an hour.



Movement control training depends on railhead aboard MCLB Barstow
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Story by: Keith Hayes
CommStrat Planner

The railhead at Marine Corps Logistics Base 
Barstow, California, is playing a vital role in 

preparing for the largest Marine Air-Ground 
Task Force Warfighting Exercise in several 
decades.

Beginning November 4 and ending 
November 9, thousands of Marines from the 
2nd Marine Division stationed at Marine Corps 
Base Camp Lejeune, N.C., will engage in an 
MWX at Marine Corps Air Ground Combat 
Center, 29 Palms, Calif.

Major Rich Charest, mobility officer, 2nd 
MarDiv, speaking at the Railhead Operations 
headquarters aboard MCLB Barstow, Oct. 10, 
took time out from his busy day to discuss 
his mission of getting the massive amounts of 
equipment to be used in the MWX from the east 
coast to the west coast.

“We have 335 railcars and more than 400 
tractor-trailers to move more than 850 pieces of 
equipment from Camp Lejeune to the rail center 
at Morehead City, N.C.,” Charest explained. 
“It took from seven to nine days to load on the 
railcars and transport them to MCLB Barstow.”

Chad Hildebrandt, supervisor, RailOps, said 
the equipment totaled more than 21-million 
pounds or more than 106,000 tons of weapons, 
vehicles and the ancillary machinery to support 
the exercise.

The major had glowing words for the 
organization of the railhead. 

“There is plenty of room to off-load and on-
load our equipment, and the way the system has 
been laid out has made this aspect of the 
exercise much easier than expected,” Charest 
said.

Gunnery Sergeant Andrew Rhin, 10th 
Marine Regiment, MCB Camp Lejeune, and 
part of Maj. Charest’s command staff, said 
everything about this exercise including the 
planning, transportation and logistics so far has 
been a valuable training tool.

“The actual loading and unloading of the rail 
cars is giving the Marines more confidence in 
themselves and their equipment,” he said.

Charest echoed that sentiment. 
“Even the youngest motor transport operator 

will learn from driving their vehicle in the sand 
or up dirt hills in terrain very different 
from Camp Lejeune,” he said.

Photo by: Jack Adamyk  

Corporal Melvin Golden, motor vehicle operator, ground guides a M1A1 Abrams Main 
Battle Tank during offload procedures of Second Marine Division’s assets aboard the 
Yermo Annex of Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Sept. 27. The Marine 
vehicles will be transported by truck to Marine Corps Air-Ground Combat Center, 29 
Palms, Calif.,to engage in a four day training exercise.

Photo by: Jack Adamyk  

Lance Corporal Raymond Lopez, radio operator, guided a 6x6 variant of the Mine-Resistant Ambush 
Protected (MRAP) vehicle during Second Marine Division’s arrival aboard the Yermo Annex of Marine 
Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Sept. 27. The Marines moved more than 800 pieces of equipment from 
Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C., to MCLB Barstow. That equipment will then be transported 
by truck to Marine Corps Air-Ground Combat Center, 29 Palms, Calif., for a massive movement control 
exercise in November.



“When the 2nd MarDiv deploys to 29 Palms, 
they’ll leave behind 20 personnel that will be taking 
our 14-day rail training class so that they’ll be able to 
upload the equipment coming back from the MWX,” 
Hildebrandt added.

“Our (role playing) adversary force will be 
elements of the 3 Commando Brigade (Royal Marines) 
and 40 Commando from Great Britain and the 408 
Tactical Helicopter Squadron from Canada and one 
battalion from the 1st (Marine Expeditionary Force) 
from Camp Pendleton,” he said. Charest noted that 
there would also be Marines of the Third Marine 
Regiment stationed at Marine Corps Base Hawaii, 
Kaneohe Bay, involved in the maneuvers. 

A statement from the 2nd MarDiv Communication 
Strategy and Operations Office indicates the planning 
for a large-scale training exercise has been in the 
works for years by the Office of the Commandant of 
the Marine Corps.

“MWX will test the Division’s ability to deploy 
and command-and-control large troop formations 
in a contested and denied command-and-control 
environment. The exercise scenario will simulate 
peer and near-peer threats and will highlight the 
Division’s ability to transition between offensive 
and defensive operations against an adversary 

with capabilities as advanced as its own.”
The main body of the force composed of 

10,000 Marines and Sailors, have been flying 
into March Air Force Base, Riverside, Calif., 
since mid-September and deployed to either 29 
Palms to bivouac for the upcoming exercise or 
sent to MCLBB to convoy the equipment from 
the MCLBB railhead to 29 Palms.

Charest said the redeployment efforts after 
the MWX ends would be about a month-long 
with the final elements of the 2nd MarDiv 
leaving California around December 5. 
The round trip via rail and road from Camp 
Lejeune to MCLB Barstow to 29 Palms for the 
training will be nearly 5,500 miles.
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Movement control training depends on railhead aboard MCLB Barstow

Corporal Melvin Golden, motor vehicle operator, ground guides a M1A1 Abrams Main 
Battle Tank during offload procedures of Second Marine Division’s assets aboard the 
Yermo Annex of Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Sept. 27. The Marine 
vehicles will be transported by truck to Marine Corps Air-Ground Combat Center, 29 
Palms, Calif.,to engage in a four day training exercise.

Photo by: Jack Adamyk  

Lance Corporal Raymond Lopez, radio operator, guided a 6x6 variant of the Mine-Resistant Ambush 
Protected (MRAP) vehicle during Second Marine Division’s arrival aboard the Yermo Annex of Marine 
Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Sept. 27. The Marines moved more than 800 pieces of equipment from 
Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, N.C., to MCLB Barstow. That equipment will then be transported 
by truck to Marine Corps Air-Ground Combat Center, 29 Palms, Calif., for a massive movement control 
exercise in November.

Photo by: Jack Adamyk  

Marines of Second Marine Division transported more than 21 million 
pounds in the form of both wheeled and tracked vehicles aboard the 
Yermo Annex of Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Sept. 
27, in preparation for a movement control exercise at the Marine 
Corps Air-Ground Combat Center, 29 Palms, Calif., in November.

Photo by: Jack Adamyk  
Marines of 2nd Marine Division, from Camp Lejeune, off loaded 
wheeled vehicles from train cars aboard the Yermo Annex of Marine 
Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Sept. 27. This administrative 
movement of vehicles fall in line with a tactical movement to 29 
Palms, signaling the largest training exercise since World War II for 
the United States Marine Corps.



In support of the Department of Defense and national 
energy usage goals, Marine Corps Logistics Base 

Barstow, California, is in hot pursuit of “Net Zero”.
“A ‘Net Zero’ energy military installation produces 

as much energy on-site, from renewable energy 
generation or through the on-site use of renewable 
fuels, as it consumes in its buildings, facilities, 
and fleet vehicles,” said Kirk Hampton Resource 
Efficiency Manager with contractor Sain Engineering 
Associates Inc. on base. 

For instance, aboard MCLB Barstow, the wind 
turbine is used to generate energy for use on base, as 
are the fields of solar panels. These are considered 
renewable energy sources for the base.

The DoD is the largest user of commercial energy 
in the United States government, netting 
approximately 80 percent of the government’s total 
usage. The current level of energy use impacts Marine 
Corps operations by constraining the Corps’ ability 
to be self-sufficient, by demanding use of economic 
resources and potentially putting lives at risk in 
support operations while deployed, he explained.

“There appears to be many opportunities to more 
effectively meet DoD energy requirements through a 
combination of human actions, energy efficiency 
technologies, and renewable energy resources,” 
Hampton said. “Net Zero energy usage is a concept of 
energy self-sufficiency based on minimized demand 
and use of local renewable energy resources.”

The goal is to improve an installation’s energy self-
sufficiency by minimizing energy use and by 
developing local renewable energy resources, to 
include expanding on the current solar capabilities, 
wind turbine, and other such options. 

“Net Zero is a goal, as well as a methodology,” he 
explained. “There can even be benefits to developing 
an energy strategy for multiple installations together, 
such as for a region or a branch of the DoD.”

Achieving the DoD’s reduced energy usage goals 
requires embracing a broad range of opportunities, 
such as increasing Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy investments and project implementations. The 
total investment required to approach the Net Zero 
goal will vary for each installation. 

At this time, MCLB Barstow is at approximately 34 
percent of Net Zero usage. The mid-term goal 
established by Col. Craig C. Clemans, Base 

Commanding Officer, is to be at 50 percent Net 
Zero by the end of his tour in May 2021. 

“The Base is doing its best to leverage all the 
natural energy it can through wind and solar,” 
Clemans said. “The biggest key to attaining Net Zero 
at this point, is to decrease usage – and that’s 
something we need everyone’s help with.”

“Fortunately, the DoD has the potential to reach 
many of their energy goals by using current available 
technology, building on their experience, completing 
projects, and re-allocating resources,” Hampton said. 
“The DoD continues to successfully complete large-
scale energy projects. Investments in EE and RE 
projects can improve energy security and can result in 
a positive economic Return on Investment.”

In addition to solar farms and wind turbines, some 
other energy-efficient options include: 

• Energy Networks 
• Landfill Gas to Electricity
• Ground Source Heat Pumps
• Solar Photovoltaics (PV)
• Biomass Electrical Energy Generations 

Systems (Wood to Energy)
“In recognition of the relationship between energy 

and national security, the DoD has established very 
ambitious energy efficiency and renewable energy 
goals,” Hampton said. “In the end, it is a matter of 
energy independence and national security.”
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Net Zero energy use: The future of DoD
Story by: Laurie Pearson
CommStrat Chief
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Domestic Violence Awareness 5K

Marines and civilians participating in the annual Domestic Violence Awareness 5K pass watering station two along the 
course aboard Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Oct. 23. The event helps raise awareness of and support 
for victims and survivors of domestic violence in a fun, healthy and family-friendly manner.

Photo by: Laurie Pearson  

Photo by: Laurie Pearson  

Photo by: Laurie Pearson  

Lieutenant Colonel Alfredo Romero, base executive officer, chases 
4-year-old Ryder Holliday across the finish line at the Domestic 
Violence Awareness 5K held aboard Marine Corps Logistics Base 
Barstow, Calif., Oct. 23. The event raises awareness of and support 
for victims and survivors of domestic violence in a fun and healthy, 
family-friendly manner. 

Derick Garcia, Amphibious Assault Vehicle mechanic with 1st 
Force Storage Battalion, coaches his 2-year-old daughter, Amara, 
on her driving technique during the domestic violence awareness 
5K held aboard Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, Calif., Oct. 
23. Amara took her driving seriously for most of the run as her 
daddy pushed it like a stroller along the course. When she tired of 
driving, her daddy carried her and pushed the chariot along the 
run, tripling his duties for the event without hesitation. 



10

Story by: Laurie Pearson
CommStrat Chief

Production Plant Barstow's Employee Recognition Day

This year Production Plant Barstow, Marine Depot 
Maintenance Command, went above and beyond 

for one extreme Employee Recognition Day 
celebration at the Robert A. Sessions Memorial 
Sportspark, in Barstow, California, Oct. 12. 

“We put on a bunch of fundraisers throughout the 
year, to include meals, competitions, t-shirt sales and 
even two golf tournaments which had incredible 
turnouts, earning over $30,000 for the event!” said 
William Beckley, Trades Division Manager and ERD 
committee chairman, at PPB on the Yermo Annex 
aboard Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow. “As the 
funds started rolling in, we really wanted to make this 
a day to remember for the employees, their families, 
and even members of the local community who are 
truly integral to what we do at Production Plant 
Barstow.” 

Upon arrival, the PPB employees and their families 
first encountered the annual car show, which included 
vehicle entries such as the Mad Mouse sand drag 
racing team to include racecar driver Ron Hess, 
who is also a Heavy Mobile Equipment Mechanic at 
Production Plant Barstow. He was accompanied by one 
of his Crew Chiefs, his father Gene Hess, who happily 
greeted visitors and discussed sand drag racing and the 
purple racecar they decked out for show. 

As visitors passed the car 
show, they were greeted by 
Robert “Chip” Schwartz, plant 
manager, Col. Wilfred Rivera, 
MCLB Albany commander, 
and Deputy Commander 
Trent Blalock who gave out 
tickets and greeted each 
visitor.

“Overall, we anticipated 
having over 1,500 participants 
for the event,” Beckley said. 
“It’s very exciting and we 
really want to show them how 
important they are and that 
everything they do is really 
appreciated.” 

“I’ve attended most of the 
ERD’s over my 30+ year 
career,” Schwartz said, “and 
this was easily the best. All 
the hard work put in by 
the ERD Committee really 
shone through. Especially 
gratifying was seeing all the 
families with their children 

Ron Hess, Heavy Mobile Equipment Mechanic and driver of the sand 
drag racecar Mad Mouse, poses with his father and Crew Chief, Gene 
Hess, at the car show portion of the Production Plant Barstow, 
Employee Recognition Day festivities held at the Robert A. Sessions 
Memorial Sportspark, Barstow, California, Oct. 12. 

Photo by: Laurie Pearson  

Photo by: Laurie Pearson  

Employees and their guests from Production Plant Barstow, Marine 
Depot Maintenance Command aboard Marine Corps Logistics Base 
Barstow, enjoy a variety of games during Employee Recognition Day 
held at the Robert A. Sessions Memorial Sportspark Barstow, 
California, Oct. 12. 

Barstow Police Department personnel let guests inspect one of their rescue rigs 
while Red Rabbit played classic rock music to entertain the audience during 
Production Plant Barstow’s Employee Recognition Day celebration held at the 
Robert A. Sessions Memorial Sportspark, Barstow, California, Oct. 12. 



just enjoying a relaxing day with their friends and co-
workers.”

Each of the sports park fields was filled with a 
variety of forms of entertainment. In one area, 
firefighters, paramedics and fire prevention personnel 
greeted visitors, discussed fire safety and gave out gifts 
to guests. Nearby Marine Corps Police Department 
conducted an in-depth K9 demonstration for groups 
of onlookers. The next field over contained huge 
interactive games and vendors and a plethora of 
bounce houses. On the far side of the park, fields were 
dedicated to a softball tournament, which had five 
teams, and 55 participants. 

Central to it all was the center stage, where the band 
Red Rabbit played a variety of cover songs from the 
80s to present, while guests enjoyed pizza, tacos, snow 
cones, cotton candy, photo booths, and a 
demonstration booth staffed by personnel from the 
local Barstow Police Department. Children and adults 
danced and sang along to familiar tunes, enjoying the 
camaraderie and celebratory event.  

Production Plant Barstow's Employee Recognition Day

Photo by: Laurie Pearson  

Members of the classic rock band Red Rabbit entertain attendees of 
the Production Plant Barstow Employee Recognition Day celebration 
held at the Robert A. Sessions Memorial Sportspark, Barstow, 
California, Oct. 12. 

Photo by: Laurie Pearson  Photo by: Laurie Pearson  

Barstow Police Department personnel let guests inspect one of their rescue rigs 
while Red Rabbit played classic rock music to entertain the audience during 
Production Plant Barstow’s Employee Recognition Day celebration held at the 
Robert A. Sessions Memorial Sportspark, Barstow, California, Oct. 12. 

Employees and their guests from Production Plant Barstow, Marine Depot Maintenance Command 
aboard Marine Corps Logistics Base Barstow, enjoy a variety of games during Employee Recognition 
Day held at the Robert A. Sessions Memorial Sportspark Barstow, California, Oct. 12. 
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